


Scientists, engineers and physicians from multiple universities and 

research hospitals in the Boston-area fi nd a common home in HiTS 

and the Harvard Medical School, where they collaborate with biotech, 

pharmaceutical and device companies to tackle the most important 

and diffi cult challenges in drug development.

Building a Community to Innovate in Regulatory Science 
The promise of cutting-edge medicines such as cell-based therapies and cell-device 

combinations can only be realized if methods for testing and evaluating such therapies 

are developed. HiTS works with industry and regulatory agencies (such as the FDA) 

to fundamentally improve the ways in which drug safety and effi cacy are measured 

in pre-clinical and clinical studies, and to reduce the prevalence of inconclusive or 

unsuccessful clinical trials.

By understanding the origins of variability in drug response and developing better 

means for predicting the success and failure of new medicines, therapeutic science 

will accelerate innovation and save money. This will help to make new therapies 

available at a cost society can afford.

Training Pioneers in Therapeutic Science 
HiTS Training Programs for PhD students and postdoctoral fellows offer rigorous, 

multidisciplinary training in the laboratory and computational science skills needed 

to understand drug mechanism of action, develop novel therapeutic concepts, 

improve clinical trials, understand the reasons for therapeutic failure, and apply new 

methods to personalized patient care. Training for PhD students includes an intensive, 

hands-on internship in industry, the clinic or a regulatory agency, and training for 

postdoctoral fellows focuses on complex interdisciplinary research problems aimed 

at enabling innovation in academic and entrepreneurial careers. Internships and 

visiting scientist positions are also available for individuals at other career stages. 
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Become a Champion
We invite industry and clinical partners 

and philanthropists to learn more about 

the Harvard Program in Therapeutic 

Science and join us in the search for 

better the medicines. 

To learn how you can help, please contact 

us at hits@harvard.edu and contact Rohan 

Barrett, HMS Director of Development, at 

rohan_barrett@hms.harvard.edu
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